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BGG) HAV E judged it proper to poftpone 

ae baal politics to another week, that I 

ir. may oblige my readers with a piece 

SM of fcandal, or whatever elfe they 

may pleafe to call it, which has but 

juft tranfpired, and which will 

quickly engage the converfation of all the beft families in 
town and country. Thofe who are unacquainted with 
the parties concerned, will I hope excufe me for publith- 
ing only the initial letters of their names, or fometimes 
no letters at all; their high rank, and the honourable 
offices they bear, demanding from me a little more com- 
plaifance than I may probably fhew to meaner perfons, 
At the fame time I fthould be forry to have it thought, 
that 





834. THE WORLD. No. 139. 


that my tendernefs upon this oecafion arofe- from any 
felfith confiderations of the confequences that might en- 
fue: the fword of a man of quality is no longer than 
that of another man, nor for any thing I have obferved, 
is he a jot more dextrous at drawing a trigger. My mo- 
deration proceeds from the great refpeét which is due from 
perfonsin humble fituations to men of high and illuf- 
trious birth: though at the fame time I muft take the 
liberty of declaring, that one or two ftories more of the 
fame nature with what I am now going to relate, will 
entirely cancel my regards, and encline me to treat them 
with all the freedom of an equal. 

Everysopy knows, at leaft everybody in genteel life, 
that the match between lord * * * and mifs G was 
brought about by the old earl, and the young lady’s 
aunt; at whofe houfe my lord unfortunately faw, and 
fell defperately in love with mifs L » who was a dif- 
tant relation of the aunt, and who happened to be there 
upon a vifit, at the time of his lordfhip’s courtfhip to the 
meice. The character of mifs L is too notorious 
to require a place in this narative; though I muft do 
ther the juftice to own, that I believe every art to undo 


a woman was practifed upon her, before the was pre- 


vailed upon to give up her honour to a. man,. whom fhe 
knew to be the deftined hufband of her moft intimate 
friend. 

Tuose who knew of the affair between my lord and 
mifs L , endeavoured by every poffible method to 
diffuade mifs G from the match ; and indeed if that 
unfortunate young lady had not preferred a title to hap- 
pinefs, fhe had treated his lordthip as he deferved, from 
a thorough conviction that he had already beftowed his 
affe@tions upon mifs L - Buta union of hearts is 
by no means neceflary in the marriages of the great. 


My 
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My lord and the old earl faw a thoufand charms in mifs 
G ’s large fortune; and the young lady and her 
aunt faw every thing in atitle that could be withed for 
in the married ftate. The ceremony was performed foon 
after at the earl’s houfe ; and the young couple, though 
perfectly indifferent to each other, conducted themfelves fo 
prudently in ali companies, that thofe who did not know 
them intimately, believed them to be very happy people. 

Tue old earl dying foon after, my lord fucceeded to 
the eftate and title of ***, and lived with his lady in 
all the magnificence and fplendor which his large in- 
come could afford. His lordfhip had a confiderable 
mortgage on the eftate of Sir O— S—; and it was un- 





der pretence of fettling fome affairs with that gentleman, 
at his brother’s near St Albans, that he fet out the be- 
ginning of this month upon the expedition which has 
unhappily turned out fo fatal to his peace. Colonel ***, 
a gentleman too well known for his gallantries among 
the ladies to need the initial letter of his name, was to 
be of his !ordfhip’s party ; and though my lord had two 
fets of horfes of his own, yet for certain reafons which 
may hereafter be gueffed at, he hired a coach and fix at 
Tubbs’s, and fet out on the Tuefday for St Albans, 
with an intention, as was given out, to return the Thurf- 
day following. Toke 

I sHouLp have informed my readers, that lady * * *, 





and the young vifcountefs D~——, who was {aid to have 
a tendre for the colonel, were to meet them in the vif. 
countefs’s coach at Barnet at their return home, and that 
they were all to dine together at the Green Man. It was 
faid, I know, that doctor ***, who is a man of fa- 
mily, was of the ladies party: he had been an intimate 
acquaintance, and fome fay a lover of mifs G——, before 
her marriage with lord ***. The doctor is a man 


much 
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much more famous for his wit and addrefs than his prac- 
tice; and is thought to be the author of a late extraor- 
dinary performance, which, however celebrated, in my 


humble opinion, reflects more honour on his invention, 
than either on his knowledge in politics, or his character 
asamoral man. But I will avoid circumftances, and 
be as fhort as I can. : 

- Doctor ** *, though he lives at St. James’s end of 
the town, had been feen feveral times in that week at. 
Batfon’s and Child’s coffee houfes, and had drank cho- 
colate with Sir E H. the very Thurfday that 
lord * * * and the colonel were to return from St. Albans 
to meet lady ** * and the vifcountefs at the Green 
Man at Barnet. Many people are of opinion that the 
doctor was not of the party, but that he received his in- 
telligence from one H—y, who had formerly been a 
fteward of lord ***. But H—y denies the fact, and 
lays the whole mifchief on lady * * *'s woman, wo it 
feems had been houfekeeper to the doctor, when he lived 
in the fquare. There are ftrange reports of the doctor and 





this woman; but whether fhe or H—y was the con- 
triver of this villany will appear hereafter. H—y is a 
man of a very indifferent character, and (Iam not afraid 
of faying it) capable of undertaking any mifchief what- 
foever. 

Lapy * * * and the vifcountefs, according to agree- 
ment, fet out Thurfday at one o'clock for Barnet, and 
came to the Green Man, which was the place appointed 
for their dining. My lord and the colonel not being 
arrived, the vifcountefs recollected that fhe had an ac- 
quaintance in the neighbourhood, at about two miles 
diftance, whom fhe propofed vifiting in a poft-chaife, 
under pretence of faving her own horfes. As this ac- 
quaintance of the vifcountefs was a ftranger to lady * * *, 

her 
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her ladyfhip declined going with her friend, and agreed. 


to amufe herfelf with a book of novels till her return, 
or till the-arrival of my lord and the colonel, which was 
every moment expected. The vifcountefs ftept imme- 
diately into the poft-chaife ; and foon after, as lady * * * 
was looking out at the window of the inn, fhe fawa 
coach and fix drive by very haftily towards London ; and 
the landlord declares that he faw lord * * *, and the co- 
lonel, and two ladies in the coach, muffled up in cloaks. 
He alfo declares, that lady * ** called out three times 
for the coach to ftop, but that no one anfwered, and 
the coachman drove out of fight in a few minutes. 

I suoutp have taken notice before, that as foon as 
the vifcountefs was gone upon her vifit, as lady * * * 
was fitting at the window next the road, the captain 
in quarters took great notice of her, and faid to the 
chambermaid, in her ladythip’s hearing, that he would 
give up a whole year’s pay to pafs the afternoon with 


fo fine a creature: upon which lady * * * frowned upon 


him very feverely, and began a fimart converfation with. 
him on his boldnefs and prefumption. | 

Tue vifcountefs, to the great furprize of lady * * *, 
did not return till near fix in the evening, and feemed 
in great confufion while fhe endeavoured to apologize for 
her abfence. But as lady * * * was convinced that her 
lord was in the coach that drove fo haftily towards Lon- 
don, fhe declared pofitively that the would not ftir a 
ftep from the inn till he returned to fetch her ; and in- 
fifted on the vifcountefs’s going immediately to town to 
inform him of her refolution. The vifcountefs accord- 
ingly fet out; and the captain was feen going up ftairs 
foon after. But whether lord * * * returned that night, 


or whether it was really his lordthip’s coach that pafled © 


by, 
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by, is uncertain: however, lady * * * has been miffing 


ever fince: and yefterday a lady was found drowned in 
Rofamond’s pond, who is fufpeéted to be her: for though * 
lady ** * was a thin woman, and wore a chintz gown 
that day , and the perfon taken out of the pond appeared 
to be fat, and was drefled in white; yet it is thought 
that by lying a long time under water, the body may be 
very much fwelled, and the colours of the linen entirely 
difcharged. One thing is certain, that lord ** * 1s 
like a man diftraéted’; the doétor, the fteward, and my 
lady’s woman are taken into cuftody; and the colonel 
and the vifcountefs are fled nobody knows whither. 

I sHALL leave my readers to make their awn com- 
ments on this unhappy affair; which I have brought 
into as fhort 2 compafs as I was able, with truth and 
perfpicuity. Fam fenfible that where: names occur fo 
often, and thofe only marked with afterifks or initial 
letters, it is a very dificult matter to avoid confufion: 
and indeed’ I fhould hardly have thought myfelf per- 
fedtly clear, if I had not communicated my narrative to 
a country acquaintance of mine, aman totally ignorant 
of the whole affair, who was pleafed to affure me, that he 
never met with any thing fo plain and intelligible. I have 
been the more circumftantial upon this occafion, from. 
adefire of pointing out in the moft perfpicuous man- 
ner the leading fteps to this fatalicataftrophe: for I am 
not fatisfied with entertaining my readers: with the frail- 
ties and misfortunes of perfons of quality, unlefs I can 
_ warn thenr by their example againft falling into the like 


errors. 
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